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Ingenuas diditisse fideliter artes,
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FROM SATURDAY MARCH 3. TO TUESDAY MARCH 6. I7IO.3

From my own Apartment in Channel-Row, March 5,
HTHOSE inferior duties of life which the French call les
JL petites morales^ or the smaller morals, are with us dis-
tinguished by the name of good manners,4 or breeding.
This I look upon, in the general notion of it, to be a sort
of artificial good sense, adapted to the meanest capacities,
and introduced to make mankind easy in their commerce
with each other. Low and little understandings, without
some rules of this kind, would be perpetually wandering
into a thousand indecencies and irregularities in behaviour,
and in their ordinary conversation fall into the same bois-
terous familiarities that one observes amongst them, when a
debauch has quite taken away the use of their reason. In
other instances, it is odd to consider, that for want of
common discretion the very end of good breeding is wholly
perverted, and civility, intended to make us easy, is em-
ployed in laying chains and fetters upon us, in debarring us
of our wishes, and in crossing our most reasonable desires
and inclinations. This abuse reigns chiefly in the country,
as I found to my vexation, when I was last there, in a visit

1                                     In the reprint of "The Tatler," volume v., this number was
called No. 20.   [T. S.]

2                                Epist. ex Ponto, II. ix. 47-48.

" An understanding in the liberal arts
Softens men's manners."

[T. S.]

3                                  I.e. 1710-11.   [T. S.]

4                                  Compare Swift's "Treatise on Good Manners and Good Breeding."
[T. S.]
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